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6 As I was walking around the City of Portland last week as I was attending the first week of 

the UMC General Conference gathering, it became clear that church truly happens when 

we least expect it. The traditional thought of what church is was alive and well during the 

conference gatherings with beautiful worship services, phenomenal preaching, and 

moving music that is difficult to fully describe. This is church to many, and this is the 

church I am most accustomed to and quite honestly, the most comfortable with.  

But, as I took in the sights and sounds of the city outside of the Portland Conference 

Center, I began to explore what Church means in the broader sense.   

Church happens when we enter into conversation with the other – the other being a 

friend, family member, or someone we find ourselves in line with at the grocery store or 

coffee counter. Church happens on the street when a street performer begins playing 

This Little Light of Mine and everyone sings and dances. Church happens in the smallest 

interactions and in the places and spaces you least expect it. Church is connection and 

community, showing the love of Christ in all that we do. 

This week, I encourage you to intentionally engage in Church. Take in worship on this 

beautiful Sunday morning and take in the sights and sounds of the city, engaging in 

Church in a new and exciting way. 

Blessings, 

Rev. Kelly Brooks 

 Announcing Through the Lens of the Gospel summer 2016 small group study and 

daily scripture reading.  Throughout the summer, May 8th-July 31st, a small group study 

will be made available to those who are interested and a daily scripture reading will be 

printed in the Sunday CTL news.  The intent of both the small group study and the daily 

scripture reading is to complement the Sunday sermons. If you have any questions or if 

you are  interested in receiving the small group study, please contact Pastor Kelly Brooks.  

“Spirit, Through the Lens of the Gospel” 

Daily Scripture: 

John 16:1-4  John 16:12-13 

John 16:4-6  John 16:14-15 

 John 16:7-11     
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Enjoy the  

Convenience of 

Electronic Giving… 

A Greener  Approach 
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CHURCH STAFF              Rev. Scott Sharp, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Kelly Brooks, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Janet Norden, Associate Pastor 

Scott Zila, Director of Operations 

Jerri Foster, Director of Sanctuary Music Ministries 

Rick Wild, Organist 

Jim Ahrend, Director of New Day Worship 

Michele Humes, Office Administrator  

Kathy Gough, Office Assistant  

Jesus Valdez, Media Coordinator 

Get connected! Sign up for Central Connections, our weekly electronic newsletter, at 

www.centraltolife.org or send an email to Jesus Valdez at jesusvaldez@centraltolife.org. 

201 University Blvd NE    Albuquerque, NM 87106 (505) 243-7834   www.centraltolife.org 

Services broadcast on KAZQ-Sunday, 11 am & 7 pm 

Classic Service     8:30am & 11:00am 

New Day Contemporary  9:45am 

Community of Hope        1:00pm 

Youth Ministries (Students 6th grade to 12th grade). 

Questions? Contact Pastor Kelly at the church office or 

kellyb@centraltolife.org; or  Kathy Gough at 

knsgough@gmail.com or (505) 401-4541.  

Sunday School: 9:45-10:55am 

Youth Group:   

May 27th:  No Youth 

May 29th:  District Youth Picnic 

Vacation Bible School  

The dates for VBS are set! This year VBS will be taking 

place on June 25th (9:00am-3:00pm) and the 26th (singing 

in services and pool party following services)!                              

Registration forms are available at the Welcome Desk or 

can be found on our web-site.  Don’t forget to share the 

VBS video (found on our web-site) with your friends and 

family! 

If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Kelly Brooks. 

Volunteer Meeting: June 19th, 12:30pm  Conference Room 

Friday Women’s Bible Study 

June 17th-August 5th; Fridays 9:30-11:30am in Room 311 

Workbooks will be available for purchase for $20 

Discerning the Voice of God by Priscilla Shirer 

Having a hard time knowing what God is saying versus what 

others are saying? This is a study designed to help participants 

know the voice of God: His language, character & tone of voice. 

Contact Joan Gustafson 615-2853 if you have questions. 

Sacramento Summer Church Camp! 

Registration for summer church camp for all ages is now 

open!  CUMC will be driving a group to Kings Camp, camp 

for 2nd-5th graders.  Scholarships for all camps are 

available.  Please visit www.sacramentoassembly.org or 

visit with Pastor Kelly Brooks for more information.   

Sermon Series 

“Through The Lens of the Gospel” 

Parents Night Out for May has been scheduled for  

May 27th, 6:00pm-9:00pm.  The cost is $10.00 per child 

and that covers dinner, snacks, quality care, and 

activities. Contact Pastor Kelly Brooks to register and 

register soon as space fills quickly! 

2016 Annual Conference Offering 

June 2-4, 2016      Roswell, NM 

Scholarships to Attend Exploration 2017 

Exploration is a biennial, three-day event for young 

adults ages 18 to 26. Exploration is for those who think 

God may be calling them to ordained or licensed 

ministry, and wondering what that type of ministry 

looks like in The United Methodist Church. 

Please make checks payable to CUMC and write in the 

memo area AC/Exploration. 
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